United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
I nilid Stall-, l'atint and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/504.054 



01/10/2006 



Masahiro Shoda 



38834 7590 12/11/2008 

WESTERMAN, HATTORI, DANIELS & ADRIAN, LLP 
1250 CONNECTICUT AVENUE, NW 
SUITE 700 

WASHINGTON, DC 20036 



GRAY, JILL M 



PAPER NUMBER 



DELIVERY MODE 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



l/ffflrC? nVrliUli Otfff Iff ids y 


Application No. 

10/564,054 


Applicant(s) 

SHODA ET AL. 


Examiner 

Jill Gray 


Art Unit 

1794 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
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1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 09 July 2008 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1 and 3-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) Q Claim(s) 1 and 3-20 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

The rejection of claims 1 an d2 under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Japanese Patent Publication JP 2004162195, abstract, is withdrawn in view of 
applicants' submission of the certified translation of the priority documents. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 1 and 3-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Fujimoto et al., 6,692,671 B2 (Fujimoto) in view of Carothers 2,071 ,250 or Japanese 
Patent abstract JP 2002212835 A (the abstract). 

Fujimoto discloses a method of manufacturing filaments containing 
poly(trimethylene terephthalate) filaments, and filaments formed therefrom, said method 
comprising melt-spinning the polymer at temperatures from 250 to 290°C, per claims 3 
and 12, extruding the monofilaments in the draw zone at a temperature of from 30 to 
200°C, per claims 5 and 14, and wherein the draw ratio is 1 .3 to 4, as required by 
claims 4 and 13. In addition, Fujimoto discloses that the polytrimethylene terephthalate 
has a glass transition temperature within the instant claimed range as required by 
claims 1 and 16 and that the polymer can contain 90% or more of PTT, per claim 17 or 
1 0% by weight or less of a copolymer component of the type contemplated by 
applicants in claim 18, such as succinic acid, further teaching the inclusion of an 
additive per claim 1 9. Fujimoto also teaches the filaments have a denier within the 



Application/Control Number: 10/564,054 Page 3 

Art Unit: 1794 

instant claimed range. See entire document, and for example, column 4, lines 18-55, 
column 6, lines 44-48, column 9, line 20 through column 1 0, and line 1 6. Fujimoto does 
not teach the formation of artificial hair. Carothers and the abstract are each cited for 
their teachings that it is known in the art to form artificial hair from polyester filaments. It 
would have been obvious to the skilled artisan at the time the invention was made to 
combine the filaments of Fujimoto to form artificial hair. 

Therefore the combined teachings of Fujimoto, Carothers and the abstract would 
have rendered obvious the invention as claimed in present claims 1 and 3-20. 

No claims are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 3-5 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jill Gray whose telephone number is 571 -272-1 524. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and alternate Fridays 8:00-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Milton I. Cano can be reached on 571-272-1398. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Jill Gray 

Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1794 
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